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PLUG IN AMERICA ANNOUNCES GRANT PROGRAM
TO SUPPORT 2009 FORMULA HYBRID COMPETITION

Fontana, CAN Plug In America, the nationOseadng plug-in caradvocacy organization, amounces
availahility of grants for California studert teamsto design, build and raceplug-in hybrid electic cars atthe
2009 Formula Hybrid International Competition. The grart funding, up to $15,000 per schoal, is interded
to encourage plug-in vehicle engineering innovation among Californiacollege and university studerts. The
grants weremack possible by the California Air ResourcesBoard (CARB) altermative fuelsincertive
program.

"Formula Hybrid encouragesthe next generation of engineersto explore and experience the
berefits of electricity use for transportation," said Jay Friedand, Plug In AmericaOs egslative Direcor.
OHbrids have alread/ demonstratedits advartages-imagne whatit cando with plug-in hybrids and
beyond."

Lag year, Plug In Americaawarded grarts of $12,500 eachto studert teamsat Cal Pdy SanLuis
Obispo and UC Irvineto participate in the recenly completed 2008 Formula Hybrid Competition.

"We are delightedto have more California schools join the Formula Hybrid evert," said its Director
DouglasFrasr, aresarchergineerat the Dartmouth College Thayer Sctool of Engineering, which
organizesthe competition. "Students areincredbly creative in coming up with novel solutions which push
the envelope. | amconfidert the new Californiateamswill add a greatadditional dimersion to the
competition."

Formula Hybrid is an offshoot of the highly succesful Formula SAE" , a 27-year-old program
sponsoredby the Scaciety of Automative Engineersin which callegate teansdesgn, build and compete
with formularacecas. Formula Hybrid originatedin 2003 when Dartmouth engineeing studerts began
resarching their first hybrid raceca in hopesof ertering it in that years Formula SAE competition. They
developeda hybrid competition upon learring that the Formula SAE ruleshadbeenchanged, just thatyear,
to disallow hybrids.
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The competition, which will be held for the third time during May 2009 atthe New Hampshire
Intermational Speedway, is a sort of educaional hybrid itself, bringing together mecharical ard electrical
engineering applicaions. Both the SAE and the Institute of Electical and Electronics Engineersare
sponsors of the program, along with Plug In Americaand major auomakersincluding Toyota,
DaimlerChrysler and General Motors.

Under the program, students desgn and build anopenwheel, single-seat car that must conform to a
strict setof rules or formulas that emphadze, encourage, and promote drivetrain innovation and fuel
efficiency. A Formula Hybrid vehicle must use atlead 15 percert less gasoline thana comparab e stardard
Formula SAE racear operaed under the same conditions, a goal surpassedby mary entries Another
guideline involvesrecycling: unlike Formula SAE, Formula Hybrid teamsare encouragedto incorporate
usedraceca parts rather thanbuild everything from scratch. Many teams seethe Formula Hybrid
competition asa perfect secand-year project for their students, egecially after they compete in the events
plamedat Formula SAE Wed herein Fontara this week.

The deadine for grart applicationsis October 21, 2008. Plug In Americawill amouncethe
winnersin November 2008. Studert teamsfrom California univerdtiesand collegesmay find out more

about the grant program and apply for the grants at http://www.pluginameicaorg/formula or contact Plug

In Americavia email: formulahybrid@pluginamerica.org

About Plug In America:

Plug In Americais a California-based nonprofit orgarnization advocating the use of plug-in cars
trucks, and SUVs poweredby clearer, cheaper, domegic electicity to reduce our nation's dependence on
petroleum and improve the global environmert. www.PluginAmericaorg <http://www.pluginameica.org/>

About Formula Hybrid:

The Formula Hybrid International Competition, createdin 2006, invitesteamsof undergraduate and
graduate studerts to desgn, build, and race hybrid formularacecas. The event is organizedby the Thayer
School of Engineering at Dartmouth Callege. Foundedin 1867, Thayer School unitesengineering into a
single, flexible departmert to facilitate innovative reseach and instruction. www.Formula-Hybrid.org

<http://www.formula-hybrid.org>
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